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To One in Trial 
By Ruby Weyburn Bussell 


Psalm 46:10 


66RDE STILL.” The tumult of the 
world can never 
Trouble the peace at center of the 
storm, 
It is your inner strife, the restless fever 
Of your own heart that works to do 
you harm. 


“And know.” This is not any time for 
guessing, 
This is no hour for any fear or doubt. 


Come, lowly bend, your utter need 
confessing. 
“Be still, and know” your God will 
lead you out, 


Temperamental Christians 


In the work of the church and Sun- 
day school what a trial it is to encounter 
those who cannot co-operate with others 
unless the conditions are just right. The 
location of my class is not right, or this 
particular group of girls or boys is un- 
responsive, or I just cannot do any 
visiting becatise I do not have.a car, 
or So-and-so was given a much nicer 
class than I was, and so it goes. The 
excuse for such an attitude is very often 
ascribed to temperament, with the im- 
plication that such an individual has 
@ very sensitive disposition, when, actu- 
ally, the basic cause for such an attitude 


is more often selfishness, or a genuine 
dislike of work. A happy contrast is 
seen in Nehemiah’s account of the re- 
building of the walls of Jerusalem. In 
the midst of a threatened attack from 
without, he writes, “Half of my servants 
wrought in the work, and the other half 
of them held both the spears, the shields, 
and the bows, and the habergeons; - 

ey which builded on the wall, and 
they that bear burdens, with those that 
laded, every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other 
hand held a weapon. For the builders 


every one has his sword girded by his . 


side, and so builded” (Neh. 4:16-18). 
The secret was, as Nehemiah tells us 
in verses 4 to 6, a trust in God and a 
“mind to work.” Those who carried mor- 
tar might easily have contended that 


they were better fitted to hold a spear 
and a shield, while those who held the 
spears and the bows mighf well have 
envied the safer job of laying stones. 
However, they all had “a mind to work,” 
and went ahead in the particular tasks 
that were assigned to them until the 
wall was built. When we can learn to 
carry on faithfully and uncomplainingly 
in the particular place or type of Chris- 
tian service in which God has placed 
us, “in lowliness of mind” and esteeming 
others better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3), 
recognizing that the Holy Spirit gives 
to one individual certain gifts, and to 
another different gifts, yet all as mem- 
bers of the one body, fitly joined to- 
gether (Eph. ¢:16), then we shall not 
only be more pleasant to work with, but 
the work will go forward to completion. 


The Interior Life 


> 


By Ernest Gordon 


(Translated, in the main, from the writings of Henri Devaux) 


emeritus of the University of 

Bordeaux and a leading biologist 
of our time. He is also a Member of 
the Institute, the highest honor accorded 
by France to intellectuals. As member 
of the body of Christ, his is an even 
greater eminence. As a profound and 
experienced Christian, he has written 
on the joys of communion with Christ. 
Asked regarding the most favorable 
time for meditation and communion, he 
says, “The first hours of the day, after 
night rest. Then the soul hears most 
clearly the call of the Master and can 
open the door most widely.” 

After some general remarks on the 
distractions of the period, and the diffi- 
culty of dedicating time to the inner 
life and its cultivation, he continues: 

“The tyranny of external occupation 


D: HENRI DEVAUX is professor 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In all their affliction he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his pres- 











ence saved them” (Isa, 63:9a). 





is followed by spiritual weakness. When 
one feels this, he should not be disturbed 
but rejoice, since it is the sign of hun- 
ger, of thirst after God, which is making 
itself felt. 

“‘Behold I stand at the door and 
knock.’ The disciple, warned and obe- 
dient, understands. He seeks a moment 
of liberty, retires apart, opens the door 
to his Master, his divine Friend. Then, 
alone with Him, in the silence, before 
his open Bible, he reads, meditates, 
prays. 

“He often has difficulty in forgetting 
his work, in quieting his imaginations. 
Very often, with heart dry and empty, 
he begs his Saviour on his knees to 
quiet, to fortify, and to revive him. He 
trembles, seeing the time pass without 
apparent response. He recalls his ap- 
peals and his promises. He thanks Him 
for being there, although invisible. And 
the response comes! 

“Often it comes silently. An imper- 
ceptible change is produced in him. In 
listening to the divine assurances, which 
he reviews one by one, he understands 
that it is not so much a matter of feel- 
ing as of holding by faith to the Friend 
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What Do Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Teach? 


EW of the false cults flooding 

the world today with anti- 
Christian teaching are so deadly 
and deceiving as the so-called 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses,” formerly 
known as Russellism and Ruther- 
fordism. Perhaps you have been 
approached on the street, or at 
the door of your home, by young 
men or women selling, for a 
modest sum, literature on Bible 
topics bearing the imprint of 
Watchtower Bible and Tract So- 
ciety, Inc., or International Bible 
Students Association. 

These books and periodicals re- 
fer repeatedly to the Bible, and, at 
first, seem interesting and helpful. 
But— 

Do you know what Jehovah’s 

Witnesses teach concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ? 


In a series of three articles, be- 
ginning in the August 6 issue of 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times, J. B. 
Rowell, Th.D., pastor of the Cen- 
tral Baptist Church of Victoria, 
B. C., will show how Jehovah’s 
Witnesses misuse the Bible to deny 
the deity of Christ, and how the 
menace of their false teaching can 
be met. The titles of Dr. Rowell’s 
articles are: 

The Word Was God 
The Deity of Our Lord 
Jehovah-Jesus 

You will undoubtedly want to 
share these articles with friends 
. and neighbors’ and with fellow 
Sunday school teachers and pas- 
tors. You may send to friends 
as many eighteen-week subscrip- 
tions for $1 each (in Canada, $1.10, 
in U.S.A. dollars) as you wish. 

Send your list of names with a 
check or money order and men- 
tion the Rowell series. 





For each three new eighteen-week 
subscriptions to the Trmes at $1 
each (Canada, $1.10, U.S.A. dol- 
lars), if you are a resident of the 
United States, you may have, 
without additional money cost, one 
copy of Edgar Ainslie’s studies in 
the Book of the Revelation, “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” Send 
all subscriptions at one time, men- 
tioning this offer. 

(Foreign customs restrictions 
limit this offer to those residing 
in the United States and its 
possessions.) 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
325._N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
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who comes to him. The bitterness of 
the feeling of weakness and abandon- 
ment then lifts. It is supplanted by a 
penetrating delight, the joy of having 
believed without sight. 

“That’s all! The Christian can rise 
up! He is no more alone. Hunger and 
thirst are gone. He can then go to his 
work, the work which God has entrusted 
to him. The unseen Lord has strength- 
ened him, led him, and revived him. 

“Sometimes the experience is more 
manifest, especially when the Christian 
knows how to profit from a moment 
more favorable to complete meditation. 
Gradually, or suddenly, the Lord makes 
Himself felt within the believer. The 
Holy Presence presents Himself glori- 
ous and ineffable, and the soul of the 
believer quivers with joy, strength, and 
love. It is not that his eyes or- any of 
his physical senses receive impressions. 
It is an ‘interior Presence, infinitely in- 
timate, real although inexpressible. 

“Our spirit is placed face to face to 
Him who is Spirit. Our inner eye opens. 
It contemplates Jesus and perceives His 
spiritual beauty. Our inner ear hears 
and recognizes His voice, the voice of 
the Good Shepherd, who repeats the 
words of the Bible, and these words 
become living and vivifying. ‘Fear not: 
believe only.” ‘I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.’ ‘If 
any man love me, he will keep my 
words: and... we will make our abode 
with him.’ 

“And the disciple listens. It is then 
that doubts vanish, that problems are 
solved, that decisions are made, that 
irrevocable sacrifices also are decided 
on. For the Lord has entered into us as 
into a temple and has sanctified us while 
quickening us. 

“Whoever has tasted even once this 
heavenly communion keeps the memory 
of it as a treasure. He seeks after and 
retains it as the most precious of pos- 
sessions, the source of all life and all 
activity. His preoccupation is to have 
more of it. Happy is he who finally 
reaches this constant communion with 
Jesus, for his life then becomes over- 
flowing, a powerful and glorious life, 
which transforms the man into a new 
creature, into a witness for Jesus Christ. 

“*‘All my springs are in thee,’ he cries. 
‘Yes,’ responds the Lord, ‘He who hath 
Me shall never thirst.’ On the contrary 
he becomes himself a spring of water, 
living and life-giving. 

“In contemplating Him, our soul is 
stirred with holy enthusiasm. The Bible 
becomes an open book, filled with sub- 
stantial and luminous truths, because 
we read it with Christ. The world also 
appears changed, because the Christ, 
in whom we now live, shows it as He 
sees it. He beholds this world lost in 


sin, but conquered and saved by Him. 
Like Him, we have hearts at once filled 
with horror of sin and with love. for 
sinners. 


July 16, 1955 


“As for our own selves we ask but one 
thing, to be His, to live for Him, that 
He may take more and more of us, that 
our life may be more and more hid 
in Him in God. , 

“Each moment of solitude becomes, 
through Him, as a meal with a close 
friend, a meal in which the entire be- 
ing discovers its true food, its true re- 
lations and strengthens itself ih every 
way. 

“Holy relationships in which the dis- 
ciple give thanks, in which he listens, 
in which at times he asks questions, at 
times prays for his loved ones as well 
as for himself! Blessed relationships, 
in which he feels free either to weep 
without restraint on the bosom of his 
Friend, or to sing and give free expres- 
sion to the overflowing joy of his heart. 
Mysterious communion in which the 
Lord gives His confidences to the man 
He has redeemed, to whom he shows his 
plans of love, the solution of his difficul- 
ties, whom he leads into loving patience, 
complete self-denial, and submission. 
It is a holy and mysterious pene- 
tration of God Himself into a poor crea- 
ture and of this creature into God Him- 
self.” 

w 


Notes on Open Letters 
Does God — Wills? 


Our pastor (Baptist) a few Sundays 
ago made a statement in his sermon 
which quite took me off my feet, for 
it is something so entirely contrary 
to what I have always believed and 
been taught. He is preaching a series 
of four sermons on “The Will of God,” 
stating that there are three wills, His 
intentional will, His circumstantial 
will, and His ultimate will. I had 
always believed in just two, permis- 
sive and direct wills, He went on to 
state the intentional will of God was 
not that Jesus should be crucified, but 
that He came to be followed. This 
was something I had never heard of, 
for I had always thanked God that 
He sent His only begotten Son into 
the world to die on Calvary’s cross 
for me. In reading through the Old 
Testament many places mention the 
purpose of His coming, and the very 
first promise at the time of Adam’s 
sin would so indicate. 

I have since learned that these ser- 
mons are being prompted by a» book 
written by Dr. Leslie D. Weatherhead 
of London called the “Will of God.” 
I am writing you to ask what you 
know of this gentleman, and I feel sure 
from the teachings of THe Sunpay 
ScuHoo, Times that ,you do not follow 
this line of teaching. In reading this 
book, on page 21 I find the following: 
“Those who say that the crucifixion 
was the will of God should remember 
that it was the will of evil men. . .. 
But when Jesus was faced with cir- 
cumstances brought about by evil and 
was thus thrust into the dilemma of 


(Continued on page 573) 
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A Critical Time in the Global Conflict of the Ages 


As the forces of Heaven and hell contend 


for dominion on earth - 


Lucifer was cast out of God’s gar- 

den (Ezek. 28:13), he has made 
many attempts to reconquer his lost 
domain which doubtless included our 
planet. Bible history tells us of his 
success in invading man’s abode in the 
blissful paradise of our first parents. 

Throughout human history national 
and international conflicts have demon- 
strated the presence of Satan either as 
an ally or an enemy. Religious fanati- 
cism, giving impulse to contenders in 
military warfare, is an evidence of this 
assertion. From the superman construc- 
tion of the tower of Babel to the ex- 
pansion of world empires by idol-wor- 
shiping kings and emperors in history 
before Christ, the presence and influence 
of the “prince of this world” can clearly 
be seen. 

In world history since Christ many 
rivals have arisen to contend with 
Christ and His Church for dominion on 
earth. This was proved in the Moham- 
medan invasion of Europe in the Middle 
Ages and the Japanese aggrandizement 
of its sun god empire in Asia during 
the last world war. The German war 
cry, “Heil, Hitler,” seems like an invoca- 
tion of hell’s ruler; and today it seems 
to me that the “prince of this world” 
has his headquarters in the Krem- 
lin. While man sleeps, rulers of dark- 
ness are planning their grand strategy 
for world conquest. 


Two Forces Struggling for Dominion 


Two forces are today struggling for 
dominion on earth, democracy and Com- 
munism. Within and behind these polit- 
ical ideologies are spirit forces giving 
direction and morale. Democracy, born 
in the Christian concept of free men, 
under God, became a powerful force in 
the establishment of Protestant nations 
on the European continent during the 
Middle Ages. Colonies founded in Af- 
rica and Asia by Protestant nations be- 
came fertile ground for the growth of 
government ideals “of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.” Many 
of these colonies have already ripened, 
or are in the process of ripening, into 
independent democracies. 

Democracy has been God’s instrument 
for spreading His Gospel of salvation 
around the globe through the granting 
of religious liberty where it has ruled, 
or influencing other governments toward 
the granting of such liberty. God used 
a heathen king, Cyrus, to effect the lib- 
eration of Jews in Babylonian exile. So 
the heathens during the past two cen- 
turies, through Protestant colonial ex- 
pansion in Asia and Africa, have been 


Gite that prehistoric day when 


“Millions of Americans, including 
many Christians,” writes Mr. Eik- 
land, “are perplexed and fearful in 
their outlook upon the international 
tension existing between the great 
nations of the world.” He has, there- 
fore, written this article to throw 
light “on the trend of events in the 
world, especially in Europe and 
Asia, in view of history and proph- 
ecy.” He has also had in mind 
“the many soldiers of the cross who 
are facing great enemies mobilizing 
all their infernal forces for an all- 
out attack on Christianity, wishing 
to strengthen their [the Christians’) 
hearts in the realization that there 
is a great host on their side and 
that the final victory is sure. So 
many people forget to thank the 
Lord for the blessings enjoyed in a 
democratic land and neglect inter- 
cessory prayer for such govern- 
ments. I have therefore thought it 
well to review briefly the impor- 
tance of Protestant democracies for 
the spread of Christianity, both in 
the Old World and in the New.” 
This article is reminiscent of Samuel 
J. Andrews’ great book, “Christian- 
ity and Anti-Christianity” (first pub- 
lished in 1898), but of course deals 
with things as they are in the world 
today. Mr. Eikland is in charge of 
the East Coast Center of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance Mission at 5123 
Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 








liberated from the tyranny of heathen 
cults and brought into the atmosphere 
of religious freedom. Protestant democ- 
racy’s lawmakers, especially Calvinis- 
tic, have influenced greatly constitu- 
tional reforms in Catholic Europe and 
in Latin America, and broyght about 
religious liberty in that part of. the 
world. 


Communism in the countries where it 
rules has established a gigantic slave 
system, in which the soul and body of 
man is enslaved under a law that is the 
antithesis of the Christian one. 


Between Communism’s dictatorial re- 
gime and democracy there can be no 
lasting coexistence. Totalitarian Com- 
munism must either advance toward 
world conquest or eventually perish. 
This is why our planet is in the process 
of division, ideologically, politically, and 
militarily, into an armed camp. A cold 
war has gone on for years in diplomatic 
circles and a hot war is brewing on 
two continents of the world. A military 
battle front is in formation extending 





By the Rev. OLAV EIKLAND 


from Europe’s Finland to Asia’s Formosa. 
Neutral nations, not yet identified with 
the two belligerents, such as India and 
Indonesia, are now “weighed in the bal- 
ances.” If found wanting and unworthy 
to be under democratic rule, they will 
eventually fall prey to the rule of Com- 
munist dictatorship or another kind of 
totalitarian rule. 


Three Christian National Leaders 


The battle front now in formation 
around the world has not only geo- 
graphic dimensions of military design 
but there exists also a spiritual one of 
cosmopolitan dimensions. Three Chris- 
tian national leaders are actually formu- 
lating, or greatly influencing, diplomatic 
policy and military strategy on the side 
of democracy: Germany’s Konrad Ade- 
nauer, Korea’s Syngman Rhee, and 
China’s Chiang Kai-shek. Doubts have 
been expressed as to how far these men 
have attained to a real Christian concept 
of Christianity, or experienced salva- 
tion. But all Christendom must admit 
that they stand today as vanguards for 
defense of our Christian heritage as 
diplomatic and military leaders in a 
democratic world. Evidently by divine 
providence they have come to be rulers 
in their respective countries “for such 
a time as this.” 

The Christian observer will note with 
interest the triumph of Christian faith 
in the past Korean war. The thousands 
of North Korean Chinese Communist 
war prisoners, converted to the Chris- 
tian faith, and their bold testimony to 
the world when they refused repatri- 
ation to their Communist-dominated 
countries, was one of the greatest vic- 
tories in the past Korean war. 

The discussions carried on at Panmun- 
jom between Communist and United 
Nations delegates is another evidence 
that spiritual forces were wrestling 
against one another. The Christian gen- 
eral, William K. Harrison, Jr., who rep- 
resented the UN at the conference, 
contended with the Communists in a 
war of words. Week by week, month 
by month, a veritable verbal duel was 
carried on over issues that were far 
greater than military ones.' General 
Harrison as a Christian felt constantly 
the need of strength from above, and 
help from those who held him up in 
prayer around the world. 

The ideological battle between Com- 
munism and Christianity has made the 
whole world a battle front. Communist 
parties and-. sympathizers flourish in 
many democratic countries such as 
France and Italy. But even more pow- 
erful is Christianity behind the iron 








564 (4) * 


and bamboo curtains. Several million 
soldiers of Jesus Christ are found in 
Russia and Siberia, other millions in the 
Far East. In every country in the world 
there are contengers for “the faith once 
delivered unto the saints.” 

It is interesting to observe that spir- 
itual revivals of Christianity in the last 
few years have centered, mostly, on the 
continents, or in countries where the 
military line is under formation. James 
A. Stewart writing in the Alliance 
Weekly says: “In Hungary we have 
been experiencing a national revival. I 
suppose it is the only land on earth that 
is having a national revival today. It 
will soon be thirteen years since it be- 
gan, and we believe it will go on until 
the Lord comes, in spite of Communist 
opposition.” 

Last year it was reported that in East‘ 
Germany the greatest gathering of 
Christians in church history assembled 
for the purpose of demonstration, affir- 
mation, and confirmation of their faith. 
More than half a million people par- 
ticipated, 

In Korea, before the last war, a re- 
ligious gathering was held attended by 
seventy thousand persons. When a call 
was extended to the multitude for sur- 
render to Christ, five thousand persons 
responded. During the conflict a spir- 
itual revival fire burned in Korea, and 
it has continued. It is not an uncom- 
mon occurrence, in the local churches 
throughout the land, for a hundred 
members to arise at five o’clock for a 
prayer meeting, going to their unheated 
churches, halls, or cellars, in subzero 
weather. From China similar reports 
have come about the burning of such 
a prayer fire that it even gives body 
heat to the audience. 

An awakening movement of God’s 
Spirit has also been demonstrated among 
heathen tribesmen in Indochina, sweep- 
ing thousands of savages into God’s King- 
dom as the Gospel has been preached 
to them by missionaries. Other thou- 
sands have been. led to Christ among 
the aborigines of Formosa during the 
past few years. 

Evidently this visitation of God upon 
His people and the world is sent for 
the purpose of mobilizing an army of 
fearless banner bearers, concentrating 
them in strategic places where the en- 
emy is strongest in its attack for a 
breakthrough upon the Western Chris- 
tian world. 

Another important spiritual front is 
the prayer warriors who, solitarily or 
collectively, wrestle with the Lord for 
His Kingdom in intercessory prayers. 
The Great Commission Prayer League, 
with its fifty thousand intercessors, may 
constitute the more organized and co- 
ordinated army of intercessors around 
the world. But there are more thou- 
sands of them, yes, millions, on land or 
sea, in homes or churches, in prisons 
or underground cellars, as in Russia and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Siberia. With their prayer of faith they 
move the Hand that moves the world. 
As divinely appointed counselors (Jer. 
23:18), they are members of God’s Inter- 
national Security Council and the High 
Command of the soldiers of Jesus Christ 
on the world battle front for His church 
and Kingdom (Isa. 45:11). 

Christian observers take a long range 
view of the present world-wide conflict 
between Christianity and its opponents. 
If the enemies of God seemingly con- 
quer the Christian soldier on the open 
field of battle, taking away “the sword 
of the Spirit” from his hand and mouth, 
the war continues unabated under- 
ground and in the air, against “spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” And when 
God, in His final controversy with 
Satan, finds it expedient to evacuate 
His fighting force from this planet, an 
airlift will be provided, as prophetic 
Scriptures tell us (1 Thess, 4:13-18). 

Let those who “fear the name of the 
Lord from the west” unite with those 
“from the rising of the sun,” in the 
blessed expectancy of the soon-coming 
manifestation of “his glory”! (Isa. 59:19.) 
In looking up toward Heaven for the 
parousia of Christ’s coming for His own, 
and with an outlook upon the world for 
the epiphany of His manifestation on 
earth to reign, the Christian soldier of 
Jesus Christ will retain his true tri- 
umphant morale till the end of the con- 
flict. 

It was a glorious day, at the end of 
the last world war, when Norway’s King 
Haakon, with the members of his Cab- 
inet and other patriots, returned to their 
liberated country after five years of 
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exile. But joy mingled with sorrow 
when Norway’s Prince Olav beheld that 
part of his Skaugum Estate that had 
been devastated by the explosion in 
which the German usurper, Terboven, 
committed suicide to escape trial for 
his life. 

The return of the King of kings to 
this earth, accompanied by His redeemed 
saints, after the great tribulation, will 
bring joy supreme as they witness the 
triumphal entry of earth’s legitimate 
Ruler to repossess His Kingdom. But 
sadness will mingle with joy as they 
contemplate an earth partially devasted 
by atomic explosion. However, theirs 
will be the task of taking part in earth’s 
rehabilitation program under the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The global conflict of the 
ages will end in the eternal triumph 
of righteousness, love, and peace. For 
Heaven will come down to earth with 
Heaven’s Ruler. 

The parcel of ground which sustained 
the cross on which the Son of God died, 
and which bore the weight of the Re- 
deemer, drinking in the precious blood, 
became the place of divine propitiation 
for the redemption not only of mankind, 
but also of the earth itself. 

On that greatest day in all the world’s 
history, after He has vanquished every 
foe, Christ shall take the reins of world 
government. What David saw and heard 
in prophetic vision shall then be ful- 
filled, “Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession” (Psa, 2:8). 
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IV. Obstacles Along the Trail in Dutch New Guinea 


Cutting clearings, scaling cliffs, and trekking through 
tain forests to establish a new missionary base 


|e WAS after an hour’s stiff climb the 
following morning that we found our- 
selves on top of a high ridge. On the 
opposite side of a deep, dense valley 
before us lay an 8,000-foot formidable 
range which we would have to cross. 
Between two of its gigantic peaks a 
valley could be seen which the natives 
had indicated was the way to Lake Arch- 
bold. We were confused, however, to 
find that the path we had been follow- 
ing forked into two different directions. 
After some deliberation we set out along 
the most used. At first the trail was 
easily discernible, but gradually it be- 
came increasingly difficult to follow and 
the terrain almost impossible to trek 
over. By noon it completely vanished, 
and we had no alternative but to re- 
trace our steps to the previous night’s 
encamping place. The next day the 
other path was followed, but after only 
a good half hour’s going, it became evi- 


By J. M. VELDHUIS 


dent that this, too, was not heading in 
the proper direction. Once again we 
retraced our steps, arriving back at the 
ridgetop at approximately 8 a.m. 

While the party waited, Mr. Bond and 
I, together with two carriers, trekked 
back to the Hoedji Valley, taking two 
new hatchets with us. These we of- 
fered to the natives if they would guide 
us theough the valley to the pass which 
led over the range. , Soon several vol- 
unteers were obtained, and by 10 a.m. 
we had rejoined the waiting party, not 
only accompanied by our prospective 
guides, but also by at least fifty men 
who were desirous of selling sweet po- 
tatoes and sugar cane. 

Upon receiving bush knives the guides 
immediately commenced cutting a com- 
pletely new path down the steep ridge 
into the valley ahead. At a certain 
place old cuts could be discerned -in 
the trees, causing us to believe that 
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probably this was the identical path 
taken by Lt. Van Arken’s patrol, but 
now completely overgrown again. The 
guides worked amazingly well. Every 
inch of the way had to be cut through, 
making it extremely hard work. By 
3 p.m., after having crossed the Idaab 
River, we found ourselves in a dense 
rain forest. Here the guides halted, 
refusing to go farther. No amount of 
coaxing could persuade them to change 
their minds so, after we paid them their 
wages, they hurriedly set out for their 
villages. 


Stalled in a Dense Rain Forest 


After their departure we stopped to 
take our bearings. We knew that Mud 
Pass lay before us in an approximate 
northeasterly direction, while the Idaab 
River ran to the south; but to find our 
way through the extremely dense rain 
forest, even by compass, would be most 
difficult. The vegetation was so thick 
and the ground so. swampy, that only 
with great effort were we able to clear 
a space sufficiently large to erect the 
tents. To add to our discomfort was 
the fact that our food supplies were 
nearly gone. It was now apparent that 
another air drop would be needed im- 
mediately. In the light of these facts 
we endeavored, for the remaining part 
of that day, to seek out a suitable loca- 
tion for a dropping area. All attempts 
to find this failed. In every direction 
the jungle remained equally dense and 
impenetrable, with no openings what- 
ever for a drop to be made. As night 
settled on our camp, we committed the 
matter to the Lord, trusting that on the 
morrow He would open the way before 
us. 

It was only the turning of inky dark- 
ness into gloomy light that told us that 
another day was dawning. The rain 
forests are so dense that the sun is 
unable to penetrate the thick foliage. 
Kerosene-lit fire gave indication that 
our camp had sprung to life once again. 

That morning two parties were sent 
out in different directions in another 
attempt to locate a favorable dropping 
site. One of these parties contacted 
natives who offered to lead us farther 
on toward the pass. We received this 
as a direct answer to prayer, and, after 
five hours of very hard trekking, we 
reached the top of Mud Pass. Our camp 
here was situated at an altitude of some 
7,500° feet. On either side were high 
peaks, rising several hundreds of feet 
into the air. These peaks formed a 
natural cloud barrier which caused con- 
tinual heavy rains to fall. This was 
undoubtedly the cause of the dense rain 
forest which enveloped us. 

As no suitable location for a drop 
had been found all that day, there was 
no alternative but to commence cutting 
a clearing directly at our camp. This 
would not be an easy task, for the trees 
were from one hundred to two hundred 
feet in height. The abundance of rain 
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had also caused the undergrowth to 
decay and régrow so rapidly that it 
afforded little room for footing. Meager 
food rations aggravated the situation, for 
we were all physically exhausted, and 
it was only by a superhuman effort that 
by the following morning an opening 
had been made some fifty meters in 
diameter. The making of a sufficiently 
large fire to attract the plane also proved 
a great problem as no dry wood was 
to be found. Only after five hours’ work 
were our efforts rewarded. 

At 11 a.m. the plane’s engines could 
be heard. Immediately the men were 
ordered to throw bundles of green 
leaves on the fire to create smpke, They 
were so physically and mentally ex- 
hausted, however, that they were un- 
able to keep the fire supplied, and it 
was only with great difficulty and ex- 
ertion on our part that we succeeded in 
raising any kind of a smoke at all! A 
signaling mirror and a smoke signal 
dropped to us at the Baliem, together 
with the rubber dinghy, were also used, 
and it proved later that the mirror’s 
flash was the first thing that drew the 
pilot’s attention. 

Undoubtedly our clearing looked very 
small to Mr. Al Lewis, pilot of the 
twin-engined amphibian plane, as he 
roared overhead. It was indeed a most 
difficult place to make a drop. Clouds 
had settled in the gap just above us, 
and on each run the pilot had to fly 
on instruments between these two ugly 
mountain peaks. It is little wonder, 
therefore, that under such extreme con- 
ditions only one third of the dropped 
goods was retrieved by our party. Yet 
this was sufficient to last for several 
days, if carefully rationed, and we 
praised God for it. 


Cutting a Way to the River 

A path now had to be cut down to 
the Hablifoerie River, which lay 4,500 
feet below us. With a group of eight 
carriers armed with bush knives, we 
began to cut a trail following our com- 
pass. After only one hour's going, how- 
ever, we came to the edge -of a practi- 
cally perpendicular limestone cliff which 
fell away some thousands of feet be- 
low us. Because of this we were forced 
to abandon the compass method, retrace 
our steps, and find a way of descent 
through the valley before us. Here, too, 
many dangerous obstacles confronted us, 
and it appeared at times as if the way 
was blocked. Old landslides had to be 
crossed, very steep descents over loose 
rock made, and yet, that afternoon we 
had found a way over the worst of it 
and returned to camp rejoicing. Upon 
our arrival we found quite a group of 
natives there. They had come to our 
camp shortly after our departure that 
morning, and Mr. Dawson, who had 
stayed behind with the remaining car- 
riers, had spent quite a trying day. 

That night we made preparations for 
our descent the next day with all our 
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There was no little rejoic- 
ing among us, when the following night 
found the party completely well, after 
a descent of some 4,500 feet, at the bot- 


equipment. 


tom of the range. No one had been 
hurt, and not one piece of equipment 
had been damaged. 

The climate at this lower level was 
far more moderate. The forest also was 
not nearly so dense. Wild pig and cas- 
sowary tracks could be seen which made 
our carriers feel much more at home. 
These were the animals that they were 
accustomed to in their own area. That 
day we followed the Baboei River down- 
stream and pitched camp at the junc- 
tion where it enters the Hablifoerie. 
During that day we had noticed native 
tracks, evidently made by hunters. 


A Dangerous Crossing 


According to the sketch map made 
by Van Arken’s patrol, the: Hablifoerie 
was crossable some two hours down- 
stream, at a narrow chasm. In due time 
the following day we reachd this spot 
and commenced to cross. It was here 
that the MHablifoerie narrowed down 
from its normal three hundred feet 
width to only about ten yards. The 
water rushed between two perpendic- 
ular stone walls at a terrifying speed 
and with a deafening roar. A very steep 
descent had to be made over jagged 
rocks to reach a small makeshift bridge 
of about two feet in width. This bridge 
was made out of small saplings and 
rested perilously in a little niche on 
either side of the chasm. Directly on 
the opposite side the wall rose nearly 
perpendicular for a good many feet. 
Small saplings tied with vine, both worn 
with age, afforded the only means of 
climbing up. Only one wrong step 
would without doubt spell instant death 
in the yawning chasm below. To cross 
this bridge and scale the cliff beyond 
was, in our estimation, one of the most 
dangerous experiences of our entire trek, 
It was quite a spectacle to see each man 
cross with his heavy pack. The tent, 
which weighed seventy pounds when 
dry, now, after heavy rains, increased 
to at least eighty pounds. For one man 
to carry this over the chasm, and then 
climb up the cliff with it strapped to his 
back, was indeed no small feat. Here 
the married couple, with their two little 
children, again demonstrated their great 
courage, for if the past experiences had 
proved trying to the men, would it not 
be much more so for a woman? It can 
truly be said that the grace and courage 
exhibited by this native couple are 
worthy of the highest praise. When the 
party had gained the summit, a united 
time of thanksgiving was held. 

(To be continued) 
we 

It is not for His glory that His service 
should be, or should appear to be, a toil- 
some slavery, wearing out the life and 
joy of those engaged in it.—Hudson 
Taylor. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. JULY 31. 


THE PEOPLE LEFT IN JUDAH 


2 Kings 25:10-12; Jeremiah 40 to 44; printed text, Jeremiah 42:16, 5-7, 10, 19; 43:2, 4, 7; 44:15-18, 23 
Golden Text.—When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it.—Eccles. 5:4 


THE KiInc JAMES VERSION 

Jer. 42:1b And all the people from the least even unto the 
greatest, came near. 

5 Then they said to Jeremiah, The Lorp be a true and 
faithful witness between us, if we do not even according 
to all things for the which the Lorp thy God shall send thee 
to us. 

6 Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey 
the voice of the Lorp our God, to whom we send thee; that 
it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of the Lorp 
our God, 

7 And it,came to pass after ten days, that the word of the 
Lord came unto Jeremiah. 

10 If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, 
and not pull you down, and I will plant you, and not pluck 
you up: for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. 


19 The Lorp hath said concerning you, O ye remnant of 
Judah; Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have 
admonished you this day. 


Chap. 43:2 Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and 
Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying 
unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely: the Lorp our God 
hath not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there. 


4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 


forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the Lonrp, 
to dwell in the ae of om. 

7 So they came into the land of Eeypt: for they obeyed 
not the voice of ™~ Lorp: thus came a even to agora, 


Chap. 44:15 Then all the men which knew that their wives 
had burned incense unto other gods, and all the women that 
stood by, a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt 
in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, 

16 As for the word that thou hast spoken unto us in the 
name of the LorD, we will not hearken unto thee. 

17 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth 
out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, as we have 
done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then 
had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. 

18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we have 
wanted all things, and have been consumed by the sword 
and by the famine. 


23 Because ye have burned incense, and because ye have 
sinned against the Lorp, and have not obeyed the voice of 
the Lorp, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his 
testimonies; therefore this evil is happened unto you, as at 
this day. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
E Prophet Jeremiah gives us a 
detailed account of what transpired 
in Judah after the downfall of 

the kingdom. 

It should be remembered that Nebu- 
chadnezzar did not deport the entire 
population. Enough were left to re- 
quire a governor, and Gedaliah was 
appointed to that office. Naturally he 
was regarded as a collaborator by those 
who were determined to maintain the 
resistance, however futile it might be. 
Among those was a man named Ishmael, 
who plotted against the life of Gedaliah. 
The governor, although warned, refused 
to believe that treachery was intended, 
and so fell into the trap and was slain. 

Ishmael then herded together all he 
could find of those left and carried them 
off to the land of the Ammonites, where 
was a strong core of resistance against 
Nebuchadnezzar. He was pursued, how- 
ever, by a man named Johanan and a 
band of soldiers who had eluded cap- 
ture. They brought back the captives 
of Ishmael to the land of Judah, where 


the remnant assembled near Bethlehem, 
where they held a consultation. 

The general feeling was that Ishmael’s 
murder of Gedaliah, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar had appointed governor, had 
made it dangerous for all of them, for 
Nebuchadnezzar would seek to avenge 
the death of his representative, and 
might hold them all responsible for the 
conspiracy. They decided on mass mi- 
gration to Egypt, where they expected 
asylum from Pharaoh, who had no love 
for the Chaldeans, but was committed by 
alliances to the defense of Judah. 

Now Jeremiah the prophet was still 
in the land of Judah. He had been given 
his choice between going to Babylon 
with the captives or staying in Judah 
with the remnant (Jer. 40:2-6). He 
chose to remain with the remnant, pos- 
sibly remembering that there was a 
prophet in Babylon (Ezekiel) to speak 
the word of the Lord to the captives. 
Jeremiah, therefore, was chaplain of the 
remnant, but our lesson will show how 
little inclined they were to hear the 
word of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse 


Jer, 42:1.—“. . . all the people .. . came 
near.” See 41:17, 18. Their minds were 


near” to Jeremiah to inquire of the 
Lord. 


Verses 2 to 4 give us the people’s pious 
speech and the prophet’s readiness to 
pray for them. 


Verse 5.—“. . . The Lord be a true 
and faithful witness ... if we do not 
even according to .. , the Lord thy God 

.” Notice the oath with which the 
people bind themselves to do the will 
of God, as it may be revealed through 
the prophet. 

Verse 6—“Whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil, we will obey ... the 
voice of the Lord our God.” If this had 
been the purpose of their hearts, and 
not just the words of their lips, the 
future of their nation would have been 
far different. They knew the language, 
but their heart was not in it. 


Verse 7.—“. . . after ten days ... the 
word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah.” 
Perhaps the delay was intended to bring 
out the real condition of their heart. 
Meantime their predetermined purpose 
was becoming more set. Probably they 
were preparing for the journey to Egypt. 


Verse 10.—“If ye will still abide in 
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this land, then will I build you... for 
I repent me of the evil...” Having 
called the people together, Jeremiah de- 
livers the message. -God’s will is that 
the remnant should abide in the land 
as His people, and He gives them assur- 
ance of prosperity through His help and 
blessing. In the midst of wrath He re- 
members mercy. (Hab, 3:2). 

Verses 11 to 18 enlarge upon God’s 
promises of protection if they remain 
in. the land, and warnings of further 
judgment if they disobey and go down 
into Egypt. 

Verse 19.—“The Lord hath said ... 
Go ye not into Egypt...” A categorical 
statement of the will of God for the 
remnant, given in face of the knowl- 
edge that they have determined to go 
to Egypt, despite the word of the Lord. 

Chap. 43:2—“Then spake . . . all the 
proud’ men ... Thou speakest falsely: 
the Lord . . . hath not sent thee... .” 
The leaders of the remnant counter the 
word of Jeremiah by affirming that it is 
not the word of the Lord. They are 
again listening to the serpent’s “Hath 
God said?” (Gen. 3:1.) 

’ Verse 3.—“But Baruch .. . setteth thee 
on against us, for to deliver us into the 
hand of the Chaldeans ., .” Like mod- 
ern critics, they must account for the 
word some way, so they lay it to the 
influence of Jeremiah’s secretary, Ba- 
ruch (see chaps. 36 and 45). 

Verse 4.—“So all the people, 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord, to 
dwell in the land of Judah.” Thus salv- 
ing their coriscience with a denial of 
the word of God, the remnant pursued 
their own chosen course. 

Verse 7.—‘So they came into the land 
of Egypt: for they obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord . . . Tahpanhes.” Tahpanhes 
was an Egyptian frontier town on one 
of the branches of the Nile. 

Chap. 44:15.—“Then all the men which 
knew that their wives had burned in- 
cense unto other gods, and all the women 

. answered Jeremiah ,. .” Jeremiah 
had rebuked the remnant of Judah for 
the idolatrous practices into which they 
had fallen in Egypt, and here they give 
their answer to that message. 

Verse 16—“As for the word... in 
the name of the Lord, we will not 
hearken unto thee.” As they did not 
listen to the prophet when he warned 
them against coming to Egypt, so they 
do not listen to him with respect to 
their conduct there. 

Verse 17.—“But we will certainly do 
whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our 
Own mouth ...” Here is an admission 
that idolatrous practices were not new 
to them. They had polluted Jerusalem 
with them, and actually looked back to 
those days as the days of prosperity, 
blind to the true relation of events. 

Verse 18—“But since we left off to 
burn incense to the queen of heaven 


Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 24.—The Southern Kingdom 
Overthrown. 2 Kings 24:20b to 
25:21; Jeremiah 38:1 to 39:14 


Next Week's Lesson 


6. August 7.—The Exiles in Babylon. 
Psalm 137:1-6; Jeremiah 29:1-14; Daniel 3 








... we have ... been consumed. , .” 
They ascribed all their evil plight to 
their neglect of “the queen of heaven.” 

Verse 23.—“Because ye have .. . sin- 
ned against the Lord .. ; therefore this 
evil is happened unto you, as at this 
day.” Jeremiah replies that the evil 
which has come upon them is the judg- 
ment of God upon their long-continued 
disobedience, and goes on (vs, 24-30) 
to warn of added woes in which they 
will be involved through their pres- 
ence in Egypt. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No prayer needs to be more closely 
watched than prayer for divine guid- 
ance. The peril of hypocrisy in this 
sphere is indeed great. Too often, while 
our lips are saying, “Teach me to do 
thy will” (Psa. 143:10), our hearts are 
saying, “Give me the green light for 
my own plans.” 

That was exactly the case with the 
remnant left in Judah when their breth- 
ren had been taken captive to Babylon. 
They had it all figured out that their 
safest step was a mass migration to 
Egypt. It would never do, however, to 
set out without some religious approval 
of the undertaking. Since there was a 
prophet among them whose predictions 
had come all too true, they applied to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HOM did Nebuchadnezzar appoint 
governor of Judah at the time of 
the Captivity? 

2. How did Nebuchadnezzar 
Jeremiah? 

3. What event created a new crisis in 
Judah? 

4. Who became leader of the remnant 
in Judah? 

5. On what course of action did the 
remnant determine? 

6. What request did the remnant sub- 
mit to Jeremiah? 

7. How long did Jeremiah have to 
wait for an answer to the request of 
the people? 

8. What did God promise the remnant 
if they would remain in the land? 

9. How did the leaders of the people 
justify their refusal to obey the word 
spoken by the prophet? 
remnant conduct 


treat 


10. How did the 
themselves in Egypt? 


(Answers on page 573) 





him. There never was a more pious 
speech than that made to Jeremiah by 
this remnant of Judah, including a 
solemn vow that they would obey the 
voice of the Lord, whatever He might 
say to them (42:2-6). 

But all they wanted was God’s ap- 
proval of their purpose. So, when Jere- 
miah brought back word from God that 
they were to stay where they were, all 
the divine promises of protection and 
prosperity, and all the divine warnings 
of the dire results of going to Egypt, 
could not turn them from their deter- 
mination. They would not, of course, 
allow themse}ves to think that they were 
going counter to the will of God. They 
assured themselves by affirming that it 
was not God’s word which Jeremiah 
had brought them, but that he spoke 
for Baruch, who was plotting to deliver 
them to Nebuchadnezzar (43:2, 3). 

Soon their rebellion hardened into 
determination to oppose what they knew 
and confessed to be the word of God. In 
Egypt, surrounded by idolatry, they 
quickly fell into the idolatrous practices 
which had so often brought God’s dis- 
pleasure upon them in their own land. 
They became very blatant and bold 
about it all, till Jeremiah, moved by 
the Spirit of God, uttered a stern re- 
buke, and warned them of new judg- 
ments. They now admitted that Jere- 
miah spoke to them “in the name of 
Jehovah,” but defiantly exclaimed, “We 
will not hearken unto thee” (44:16). No 
longer did they seek a salving of their 
conscience by process of rationalization. 
They just did not care what God said 
—they were going their own way. 

So God applied a spiritual law. He 
gave them up to their own way, with- 
drawing from them even what realiza- 
tion of God they had (44:26), thus pre- 
paring them, for participation in the 
judgments that were fast coming upon 
Egypt, whither they had gone for refuge 
(vs. 27-30). What they had experienced 
in their own land they must taste again 
in Egypt, with new force and bitterness. 
“God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7), 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The remnant inquire concerning so- 
journing in Egypt (Jer. 42) 

2. The remnant determine on sojourning 
in Egypt (chap. 43) 

3. The remnant apostatize while so- 
journing in Egypt (chap. 44) 

Topics for Development 

Vows. The remnant of Judah made 

two vows—one in Judah and one in 

Egypt. The former was a good vow, 

to do whatsoever the Lord would com- 

mand at the lips of Jeremiah (42:1-6). 

The latter was a bad vow, to burn in- 

cense to the queen of heaven (44:25). 

They broke the good vow and kept the 

bad vow. Is not that so often the way 

with us? What about all our good reso- 


. 









568 (8) * 





lutions? How quickly they go into the 
discard, and we find ourselves wiggling 
out of them by specious reasonings. But 
with what obduracy and tenacity we 
hold. to our bad vows! Something 
within us drives us to their accomplish- 
ment. Surely here is proof of our sin- 
ful nature, 

But it does nct need to be so. Surely 
the attitude of our lives should be one 
grand committal to the will of God, 
while we lean upon the grace of God 
to hold us steadfast in our holy resolve. 
Trusting the same grace, we must as 
steadfastly avoid all commitments to 
evil; and, if ever we are deceived into 
a commitment to evil, remember that 
two wrongs do not make a right. The 
commitment was wrong, and the doing 
is wrong. A commitment to wrongdoing 
is a commitment that ought to be broken, 
whatever the cost. 


Practical Applications 

The time to seek the will of God is 
while your mind is still open, not after 
you have made up your mind. 

Some people’s idea of divine guidance 
is a token of God’s approval of their 
own plans. 

The minister’s son was asked whether 
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his father was going to accept the call 
of another church. He answered, “Well, 
Dad is praying about it, while Mom 
packs the dishes.” 

It is dangerous to seek the will of 
God unless you intend to follow it. 

At first we seek to justify our dis- 
obedience, to quiet our disturbed con- 
science (Jer, 43:2, 3), but after a while 
disobedience hardens into defiant rebel- 
lion (44:16, 17), 


Golden Text 

Eccles. 5:4.—“When thou vowest a 
vow unto God, defer not to pay it.” But 
when thou vowest an evil vow to sin, 
hasten, to be freed from it. Remember 
that the blood of Jesus frees us from 
all evil commitments, and binds us to 
the will of God. 


EtMuurst, ILL. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


TIMELY WARNING / 


“The world passeth eway,and 
che lust thereok: but he that co-\ 
eh the will of God abideth forever” 


Cohn 2:12) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGEsSTED HyMNS 


“O Worship the Lord in the Beauty 
of Holiness” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, we are glad Thou 
art faithful to Thy Word and that we 
may safely trust in Thee. Forgive us 
that we are sometimes unfaithful to 
Thee and to one another. Deliver us 
from speaking falsehood, from failing to 
keep our promises, and from all sorts 
of unfaithfulness. . Make us like Thee 
in trustworthiness. Give us loving con- 





VOWS TO AVOID— 


VOWS YOU co" KEEP 











sideration for others, and show us how. 


best to serve their needs. Bless our 
land with wise and faithful leaders, 
teachers, and parents. Bless Thy Church 
everywhere with revival, and use Chris- 
tian instruction to turn youth in every 
land to Christ. Recover those who are 
gone astray; show Thy mercy to such 
as are ill or otherwise afflicted, and keep 
us all from evil and the Evil One, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
says, “When thou vowest a vow unto 
God, defer not to pay it” (Eccles, 5:4). 
The people left in Judah by the Baby- 
lonian conqueror promised to obey 
whatever word of direction God should 
give them through Jeremiah, but when 
it came, they failed to keep their prom- 
ise. It is a serious wrong to make prom- 
ises to God and not keep them. I shall 
never forget a man I knew who vowed 
a vow and failed to pay it. It was 
when his boy was very ill and hover- 
ing between life and death. In his dis- 
tress, the father, who never attended 
church, said he would regularly do so 
if God would spare his lad. God did 
spare the boy but, the anxiety past, the 
father paid no attention to the Vow he 
had made. Years later that man took 
his own life rather than face investiga- 
tion into his handling of funds in his 
daily work. Had he who had failed to 
keep faith with God years before now 
failed to keep faith with his employers? 
I never knew, but it looked bad that 
he took his own life rather than face 
investigation into some suspicious cir- 
cumstances. There is much breaking 
of vows today. Court oaths, marriage 
vows, the vows of church membership, 
and other commitments are lightly 
thrown aside, and this is wrong before 
God and brings many evil consequences, 
“When thou vowest a vow... defer 
not to pay it.” Set yourself to live so 
that people will know you can always 
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be trusted to keep your word. Christ 
is the one who can keep us from fail- 
ing and falling. Let us keep near to 
Him and pray daily: 
O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend: 
I shall not fear the battle 

If Thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 

If Thou wilt be my Guide. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“All the people . . . came near” (Jer. 
42:1).—When the king of Babylon took 
the king of Judah and his great men to 
Babylon, he left “of the poor of the land 
to be vinedressers and husbandmen.” 
And over them he made Gedaliah ruler. 
Gedaliah was the son of the old pro- 
tector of Jeremiah (26:24). His grand- 
father, Shaphan, had been a trusted 
minister of godly Josiah. Gedaliah thor- 
oughly justified the confidence placed 
in him. Everyone had confidence in 
him. The Chaldeans proved him to be 
a man of unimpeachable integrity. 

As for Jeremiah, he was found by 
the Chaldeans in “the court of the 
prison” (38:28). He was led away in 


chains with the other captives, but only’ 


as far as Ramah—where the captain of 
the guard acting for Nebuchadnezzar, 
released him and gave him the choice 
of going to Babylon, where he was as- 
sured of magnanimous treatment, or of 
returning to Gedaliah., Jeremiah chose 
to go to his friend, Gedaliah. 
Confronting Gedaliah and the remnant 
with him was the dismantled city, the 
burned Temple, and the desolate houses 
of the king and princes. Gedaliah was 
doing all right at Mizpah, a few miles 
north of Jerusalem, until a certain Ish- 
mael from the land of Ammon, with 
ten associates, appeared on the scene. 
Gedaliah had been faithfully warned 
publicly and secretly by Johanan, one 
of his chief captains, that Ishmael was 
plotting to kill him. Gedaliah was of 
such a fine, unsuspicious temperament 
that he refused to believe such a re- 
port. The story was only too true; for 
Ishmael and his companions, after ac- 
cepting Gedaliah’s openhanded hospital- 
ity, cruelly murdered him, his guards, 
and the Chaldeans that were on hand. 
It is a solemn matter for a person in 
any walk of life to disregard a faithful 
warning. Very early one morning, a 
rolling, roaring avalanche of rock, near 
the summit of Snoqualmie Pass in Wash- 
ington, killed a Seattle truck driver. 
When a large piece of the mountain 
collapsed and rolled down on the high- 
way, two large trucks and trailers were 
demolished. The Pass was closed for. 
—_— allow workers to clear away 
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the debris, which was thirty feet deep 
in places, 

Just before the slide occurred, two 
trucks with trailers approached the 
aréa. A flagman stopped both trucks 
and urged the drivers to run for their 
lives, when he heard the slide starting 
on the mountainside above them. 

One driver ran and barely escaped 
with his life. The other driver just 
remained in his cab to see what would 
happen. Later, workmen had’ to use 
large jacks and pry bars to recover his 
dead body from under a huge boulder. 

The Lord has His flagmen along life’s 
highway, warning unsuspecting trav- 
elers of the approaching avalanche of 
judgment to fall upon the unprepared. 
“Flee from the wrath to come,” is a 
warning which should be heeded by all, 
for all have sinned and deserve the 
righteous judgment of God. 

“We will obey the voice of the Lord 
our God .. .” (Jer. 42:6).—After Geda- 
liah was asSassinated, Johanan pursued 
the fleeing assassin; and although he was 
not successful in taking the murderer, 
he did recover the people whom Ishmael 
was taking captive to the land of Am- 
mon. He became the spokesman for the 
remnant. Instead of going back to Miz- 
pah, they chose Bethlehem, because it 
was on the way to Egypt—where they 
sincerely desired to go. 

They feared that when the king of 
Babylon heard that some Chaldeans 
were killed at the time Gedaliah was 
murdered, he would wreak vengeance 
on the remnant of the Jews. 

They did the right thing in appealing 
to Jeremiah for the will of God in their 
circumstances. And they assumed the 
right attitude in being willing to do 
the Lord’s will, no matter what it was. 
We learn later that their attitude was 
hypocritical. Jeremiah said to them: “Ye 
dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent 
me unto the Lord your God, saying, 
Pray for us unto the Lord our God; and 
according unto all that the Lord our 
God shall say, so declare unto us, and 
we will do it” (42:20). 

A certain boy went home from a 
prayer meeting and knelt in prayer at 
his bedside. He prayed, “Oh, Heavenly 
Father, you know how I want to be a 
big farmer when I grow up. You know 
about all the machinery and buildings 
I have planned. As far as I know, Lord, 
theses plans are acceptable to You. But 
if You would have me change them, 
I'll do it. If, with all the people in the 
world You care enough for me to show 
me Your will, I'll do anything You want 
me to do.” ; 

It was not long until the boy knew 
the Lord’s will for him. He changed 
his plan for life and entered full-time . 
Christian service. God does not want 
everyone to be a pastor or a mission- 
ary. He also wants Christian farmers, 
mechanics, and businessmen. Do you 
know that you are doing what God 
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wants you to do? Has He had a chance 
to make any changes He wishes in your 
plans? (Lester H. Norton.) 

“The Lord hath said . .. Go ye not 
into Egypt ...” (Jer, 42:19).—He as- 
sured them that if they remained in the 
land, He would bless, build, and plant 
them. He would turn the heart of King 
Nebuchadnezzar toward them. But He 
also warned them that if they insisted 
on going to Egypt, the things they feared 
—sword, famine, and pestilence—would 
come upon them there, 

They accused Jeremiah of speaking 
falsely. They said it was Baruch, the 
scribe—not the Lord—that gave him the 
message (43:3). 

They deliberately said: “We will not 
dwell in this land, neither obey the 
‘voice of the Lord your God” (42:13). 
So, tb Egypt they went and became 
idolaters; and to theif sorrow they 
proved that the word of the Lord—not 
theirs—was fulfilled. 

A teacher was.explaining to her class 
thé words concerning God’s angels— 
“ministers of his, that do his pleasure,” 
and asked, “How do the angels carry 
out God’s will?” Many answers fol- 
lowed. One said, “They do it directly.” 
Another, “They do it with all their 
heart.” A third, “They do it well.” And 
after a pause, a quiet little girl added, 
“They do it without asking any ques- 
tions!” 

Wawona, CALIF, _ 
w 
Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we come now to the 

end of the trail for the kingdom of 
Judah. For. approximately four hun- 
dred years God’s Chosen People under 
the reigns of nineteen kings and one 
queen have played fast and loose with 
God’s holy laws, and, in spite of con- 
stant warnings by the prophets and by 
experience, they have steadily fallen 
into disobedience and defiance of their 
Heavenly Father. No man and no nation 
can get away with that. It is amazing 
how patient God was with them; one 
wonders why He did not bring them 
to judgment long before. They did not 
appreciate His marvelous grace, which 
made the ultimate downfall of Judah 
inevitable. And then it came. God used 
the Babylonians to complete their de- 
struction. Nebuchadnezzar burned the 
Temple and the palace and tore down 
the walls of Jerusalem, taking away 
the silver and the gold and the brass 
in great quantity and carrying thousands 
of the Jews back to Babylon as captives, 
but the poor of the land were left to 
be “vinedressers and husbandmen.” 

It is concerning those remaining that 
this lesson has to do. And Jeremiah 
the prophet is the real hero of the story. 
Fellows, get acquainted with Jeremiah. 
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You will be challenged and inspired by 
his rugged character and his faithful- 
ness to God and his people under cir- 
cumstances as trying and as grueling as 
any stalwart ever had to cope with. 
When Nebuchadnezzar’s captain of the 
guard, Nebuzar-adan, gave Jeremiah the 
privilege of choosing whether he would 
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accompany the captives to Babylon or 
remain with the poor people who were 
left in Judah, the prophet chose to re- 
main. He could have enjoyed the lux- 
uries of the court at Babylon, for the 
Chaldeans looked upon him with favor, 
but, like Moses, he chose “rather to 
suffer affliction . . . than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.” 

Gedaliah was appointed by Nebuchad- 
nezzar to be governor of Judah, but 
was murdered by a jealous aspirant 
named Ishmael. Then the people, fear- 
ing further cruelties from the Chaldeans, 
planned to escape into Egypt, where 
they thought they would fare better. 
Jeremiah, speaking by direction of the 
Lord, told them not to go, but remain 
in Judah and God would bless them 
there. They not only insisted on going 
down to Egypt, but compelled Jeremiah 
to accompany them. Even under these 
unwelcome circumstances he went along 
and continued to be their spiritual ad- 
viser. He died in Egypt. In all his 
career he endured hardship. As far as 
we know, he was a lonely man, with 
no family; he had an unwelcome mes- 
sage because it was his lot to deal with 
disobedient and rebellious people, and 
it was his God-appointed task to re- 
buke them and to prophesy their punish- 
ment. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th 8St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Grace of Continuance.—When 

thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not 
to pay it (Eccles. 5:4, Golden Text). At 
a Christian women’s fellowship, I heard 
one of the ladies tell this experience: 
“When I was just a very young Chris- 
tian, God led me to have fellowship 
with a fine godly old lady. Oh, the rich- 
ness of her €xperience in the Lord and 
what she did for me! She told me I 
must learn to know God’s Word, and 
stand on it. And she showed me how 
I could learn lessons in true spiritual 
value by studying the lives of men and 
women in the Bible who started out 
well, and then allowed themselves to 
become sidetracked. She showed me 
how one of my weak points was inde- 
cision,. and truly it was; how I was 
always making vows and breaking them, 
and permitting ers, even Christians, 
to turn me from what I knew was my 
duty before God. She talked a lot to 
me about the grace of continuance. In 
short, she taught me how to continue 
in the blessedness I knew when first 
I saw the Lord, and in the soul-refresh- 
ing view of Jesus and His Word.”— 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 
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A Sure. Way to Fuller Blessing.— 
Whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord 
our God (Jer. 42:6). We are often talk- 
ing of the walk that pleases God. What 
does that thought comprise? Of all 
that it comprises, is there anything that 
is more important for us to remember 
than this, that what pleases God most 
in His children is their obedience to His 
will? It is possible for one, after a man- 
ner, to be trusting the Lord’s love and 
care, to be much occupied in His work 
in the world, and to be giving gener- 
ously to His cause, and yet not to be 
perfectly pleasing to Him, because of 
some little act of disobedience to His 
will which is allowed to go on from 
day to day. The one sure way into a 
life of fuller blessing remains what it 
has ever been—the way of obedience.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


God’s Abundant Warnings.—Go ye not 
into Egypt: know certainly that I have 
admonished you this day (Jer. 42:19). 
Several years ago, while on a vacation 
trip, the writer came in his car to a 
riverside. A barricade had been thrown 
across the existing bridge, and a high- 
way worker was informing automobile 
drivers that the bridge was in the pro- 
cess of being repaired. There were only 
two alternatives—one was to turn back 
for a very long distance; the other was 
to follow along a river road which 
proved to be very narrow, in many 
places only a one-car lane. This road- 
way was full of holes, which, in the 
rain, formed huge puddles of unknown 
depth. The great question in the minds 
of those who found themselves in the 
predicament caused by the closing of 
the bridge was, “Why was not some 
warning posted along the way before 
this hazard was reached?” The road 
of life is full of hazards for each of us, 
but we can never complain that God 
has not posted signs along the way to 
show us which is ,the right road.—From 
John W. Lane, Jr., in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Aztell, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Failure To Draw Near to God.—They 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord (Jer. 
43:7, 4). In the reign of King Josiah, 
Zephaniah said of Jerusalem, “She 
obeyed not the voice: she received not 
correction; she trusted not in the Lord; 
she drew not near to her God” (3:2). 
Now, in the last days of the remnant 
left in Judah, these accusations are still 
true according to Jeremiah. Are they 
true of any of us who are the children 
of God through faith which.is in Christ 
Jesus? He says, “Love not the world.” 
Yet some churches run dramatic soci- 
eties, dancing classes, and card parties. 
Some take their Sunday school scholars 
to the moving pictures as a tréat. Is 
this obeying “the voice”? When sor- 
row or trouble comes, some Christians 
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say, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him,” but others are bitterly resent- 
ful and self-pitying. Is this receiving 
“correction”? Is this trusting in the 
Lord? How many Christians spend less 
than five minutes a day in communion 
with their Lord? Is this true? “She 
drew not near to her God.”—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Wanting Only an O.K.—We will not 
hearken unto thee (Jer. 44:16), An archi- 
tect complains that many of his clients 
come and ask him to design a house for 
them, only to let him speedily discover 
that they have already designed it for 
themselves. What they really want is 
the sanction of their own plan, and the 
satisfaction of seeing him draw on paper 
what they have fully in their own minds. 
In very much the same fashion we often 
go to the Great Architect with our lives. 
We ask for wisdom and guidance, like 
Solomon, but we have already planned 
how we will build our fortunes and 
shape our course; and it is not His way 
we are seeking but His approval of our 
way.”—From Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, «Hamilton, 
Il; and Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 

Backslider’s Sale.—But we will cer- 
tainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth 

‘out of our own mouth: (Jer. 44:17). 
One cross nearly new. I cannot carry 

it and keep up with the world and its 

crowd, 
One five-piece set of armor. All pieces 
are in good shape, but do need polish- 


ing. 

One bundle of Christian opportunities. 
Contained in the bundle is one of the 
greatest opportunities in the world— 
that of going to church every Sunday; 
another, that of being a soul-winner. 
I seldom ever use these opportunities, 
so I have decided to let them go with 
the sale. 

One badly used Christian influence. 
Buyer may be able to repair it if care- 
fully handled. 

The above-mentioned items are stored 

in the basement of my home, right be- 

hind my fishing tackle, golf clubs, lawn 
mower, picnic basket, bathing suit, and 

other things I use more frequently. I 

live at the corner of Neglect Street and 

Worldly Avenue. For further informa- 

tion call: A Lotta Christians —From 

the Haven of Rest. Sent by Martin M. 

Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Wing Power Gone.—Because ye have 
sinned against the Lord,. . . therefore this 
evil is happened unto you (Jer. 44:23). 
An illustration for children and young 
people, given by Mrs. George Morrison, 
tells of a lark which observed during 
his flight a small object moving slowly 
along one of the green paths of earth 
far below him. Being curious to know 
what it was, he descended until he was 
(Quite low and just over the slowly mov- 
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ing object. To his vast surprise he dis- 
covered that it was a tiny cart with a 
mouse drawing it, and another mouse 
walking alongside and waving a whip, 
while all the time it chanted, “Fresh 
worms for sale!” Very much interested, 
the lark alighted on the path beside the 
little cart and asked the mouse how 
much the charge for the worms was. 
“Three worms for one feather from your 
wing,” was the reply. The lark thought 
this was an excellent bargain, so he 
pulled out a feather from his wing and 
got his worms which he enjoyed greatly, 
then spread his wings and rose again. 
But before he had soared very far the 
temptation to enjoy some more of the de- 
licious morsels was too strong to be 
resisted, and alighting again, he bartered 
away two more precious feathers, then 
once again rose into the sunlit air. 
Balance and wing power were lost, how- 
ever, and soon the lark was found dead 
in the lovely garden where temptation 
had met and been too strong for him. 
—From .the British Weekly. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson today is in one of the 

least known parts of the Bible, so 
I’m sure you girls will find it interest- 
ing. Last week we had the sad story 
of the siege of Jerusalem. When the 
city fell, the Chaldean army killed old 
and young alike, only carrying away 
those people they considered important. 
These were taken to King Nebuchad- 
nezzar to be put to death before him. 
What happened to King Zedekiah? 
(After seeing his sons killed, he was 
blinded and taken prisoner to Baby- 
lon.) Right. The Chaldeans had no 
mercy, but they did not want the land 
of Palestine to be left without inhabi- 
tants, so they spared some of the poor 
farmers who had lived outside the city 
of Jerusalem. The captain of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s army gave these men fields 
and vineyards on the condition that they 
keep them under cultivation. 

Read Jeremiah 39:11, 12 to see the 
king’s command concerning God's 
prophet Jeremiah, and the first six 
verses of Jeremiah 40 for more about the 
treatment of this man. (He was to be 
free to go where he pleased and to do 
what he pleased.) This was most un- 
usual treatment for a captive. 
likely Nebuchadnezzzar knew that Jere- 
miah had urged King Zedekiah to sur- 
render to the Chaldeans. 

After the Chaldean captain had made 
a Jew named Gedaliah governor of 
Judah, Jeremiah went to live near him 
in Mizpeh. Here he could continue 
prophesying to the poor Jewish farmers 
who had been left to cultivate the land. 

For a short time things prospered 
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under Gedaliah’s rule so that Jews who 
had fled into surrounding countries 
came back to Palestine to live. But the 
king of the Ammonites hired a wicked 
man named Ishmael to kill Gedaliah. 
No doubt the Ammonites coveted all 
the produce the Jews were raising, for 
they were much better at fighting than 
farming. ; 

Ishmael came with other leaders, all 
apparently friendly, to consult Gedaliah. 
The governor advised them all to sub- 
mit to Nebuchadnezzzar, for then they 
could live peacefully in Palestine. The 
other men whom Ishmael had brought 
with him to consult Gedaliah discovered 
his wicked plot. They told the gover- 
nor secretly, “Ishmael is planning to 
assassinate you! He’s been hired by the 
Ammonite king to kill you.” But Geda- 
liah could not believe that anyone so 
friendly as Ishmael had such evil in- 
tentions. Read what Johanan, one of 
these men, said in Jeremiah 40:15. The 
next verse gives the governor’s answer. 
If Gedaliah had asked the Lord for wis- 
dom, he would have learned that Ish- 
mael was not to be trusted. 

A few months later Ishmael brought 
ten men to feast with the governor at 
Mizpeh. Eating together was supposed 
to be positive proof of friendliness, but 
right after the meal, Ishmael and his 
ten men suddenly rose from their places 
and killed Gedaliah and -everyone else 
at the table, Jews and Chaldeans alike! 
They put to death everyone in the gov- 
ernor’s house, so that no one could carry 
the news of the murder. 

After this wholesale slaughter, Ish- 
mael told all the people of Mizpeh that 
they must go back with him to live in 
the land of Ammon. Imagine how un- 
happy this made them! They had es- 
caped the Babylonian captivity, now 
they were to be captives in Ammon 
which would be just as bad or worse. 
However, *“Johanan, the man who had 
wanted to kill Ishmael before he did 
all this wickedness, got as many men 
together as he could, and chased Ish- 
mael and his prisoners. When the cap- 
tives saw their rescuers coming, you 
can guess how glad they were! Johanan 
and his men freed them, but were not 
able to kill Ishmael before he fled back 
to Ammon. He escaped the vengeance 
of man, but he could not escape the 


judgment of God. 


Johanan and the people he had freed 
camped near Bethlehem while they de- 
cided what to do next. They feared 
to go back to Mizpeh, as they expected 
the Chaldeans to make trouble over 
Gedaliah’s death, because he had been 
made governor by the Chaldeans. The 
Chaldeans might kill a number of them 
without investigating the case. These 
Jewish refugees now came to Jeremiah, 
asking him to find out from the Lord 
what they should do. 

Let us read Jeremiah 42:1-7. It sounds 
as if they were just waiting for the 
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word of the Lord, and eager to obey. 
But that was only talk to please Jere- 
miah. Drop down to verse 19. What 
was the Lord’s answer? (The Jews were 
not to go down to Egypt.) Right. But 
when they got the message they would 
not obey it, because they wanted to 
go down to Egypt. 

Now look at Jeremiah 43/1, 2 and 
then 5-7. Did you notice the word 
“proud” in verse 2? It was pride and 
self-will that made this Jewish remnant 
disobey the Lord. They did go down to 
Egypt, and they did it to their ruin. 
Jeremiah went with them. We do not 
know whether they made him go with 
them or whether God told him to go 
to continue his ministry to them. 

When these Jews got into Egypt, they 
went right back into idolatry, and wor- 
shiped the “queen of heaven.” Jeremiah 
rebuked them for this. Read what they 
said in Jeremiah 44: 15-18. What a dread- 
ful thing! They say that all their good 
times had come from the queen of 
heaven, whereas all their blessings had 
come from the living God! It was their 
sufferings that had come because of this 
false worship. 

Read Jeremiah’s answer to them in 
verse 23. He told them that God was 
going to let the Chaldeans conquer 
Egypt just as they had conquered Pal- 
estine. When these Jews disobediently 
went into Egypt, they were going into 
the very trouble they were trying to 
avoid. Not long after, this came to pass 
exactly as the prophet had said, be- 
cause he was speaking the wofd of the 
Lord, 

Jeremiah must have been an old man 
at this time, so it is thought that he 
died in Egypt. We do not know whether 
he was kilied, or whether he died of old 
age. But we do know that for centuries 
he has been in the Lord’s presence, and 
some day we shall see him rewarded 
for his ‘faithfulness to God. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

_ Jeremiah Stands By His People 

(2 Kings 25:10-12; Jer. 40:2-4, 6) 
EBUCHADNEZZAR! (Print it on 
the blackboard.) What a long 
name! Who was he? Now I will print 
it the other way (vertically, reusing the 
initial N). Put on your thinking caps 
and have your Bibles handy! What 
prophet beginning with E did Nebuchad- 
nezzar carry off to Babylon? (Ezek. 1:3 
Write across, using the E of Nebuchad- 
nezzar.) What scribe beginning with B 
wrote in Jeremiah’s book that the king 
of Babylon would come? (Jer. 36:4.) 
What king went into the Temple to offer 
incense and became a leper? (2 Chron. 
26:19.) What is another name for the 
people of Babylon? (Hab. 1:6.) What 
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prophet learned that “the just shall live 
by his faith’? (Hab. 1:1; 2:4.) Name 
a king beginning with A who cleared 
out the idols, put his grandmother out 
of being queen, won a great battle with 
God’s help, later forgot God, and died 
of a disease in his feet (2 Chron, 16:12). 
A name for the empty well where Jere- 
miah was put (Jer. 38:9). Name of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s general (2 Kings 25: 
11). Name of the colored man who got 
Jeremiah out of the dungeon (Jer. 38: 
10). Name of the king whom Nebuchad- 
nezzzar left to run the country when 
he took away ten thousand men (2 
Chron. 36:10). Name of a prophet be- 
ginning with Z who warned that the 
country would be destroyed for its sins, 
but some day God would save it and 
make the people happy (Zeph. 1:1). A 
very wicked king in the northern king- 
dom whom good King Jehoshaphat 
should not have helped (2 Chron. 18:3). 
The proud king who broke his country 
in two because he would not make the 
taxes and work less (2 Chron. 10:13). 
How many of the thirteen did we do 
with our heads, and how many with 
our Bibles? 

I am going to tell you today about 
these four (check Nebuchadnezzar, 
Chaldeans, Nebuzar-adan, Zedekiah) 
and about Jeremiah. For about a year 
and a half King Nebuchadnezzar’s Chal- 
dean army camped around Jerusalem 
after King Zedekiah got independent 
and rebelled. Bang! bang! great stones 
were shot against the walls to try to 
break a hole through into the city. Then 
quiet for day after day while the army 
just camped there, letting no food go 
in from the country. Jeremiah was giv- 
ing God’s message, “Surrender to King 
Nebuchadnezzar and you will live.” 

At last there was no food left in the 
city. Then a hole was made in the wall 
and in came the Chaldean soldiers. That 
night King Zedekiah and his men es- 
caped by a secret.gate. But the army 
of the Chaldeans caught him. Nebu- 
chadnezzar killed Zedekiah’s sons and 
princes, and then put out Zedekiah’s 
eyes. General Nebuzar-adan was sent 
with his men to burn the city, tear down 
the walls, and carry off the people in 
the city. Some of the poor were left 
and given farms and vineyards. 

Nebuchadnezzar told Nebuzar-adan to 
look out for Jeremiah and not to hurt 
him, and to let him do as he pleased. 
So Nebuzar-adan took the chains off 
Jeremiah’s hands and told him he could 
come with him to Babylon, where they 
would look out for him, or he could go 
anywhere else he wanted to go. What 
do you suppose he chose? To go back 
to stay with the poor people in his own 
land. They would need help. The Tem- 
ple and everything good in Jerusalem 
was burned, so he did not go back there, 
but he went to the new governor that 
King Nebuchadnezzar had appointed for 
the people. 
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“The Lord is my strength ..,. my 
heart trusted in him, and I dm helped” 
(Psa., 28:7, Memory Verse). Jeremiah 
sowed obedience to God and he reaped 
safety. .King Zedekiah and his princes 
sowed disobedience. What did they 
reap? Print your poster and see if it 
comes as true for you as for David, 
who first spoke it, and for Jeremiah. 
Orono, MAINE. 
i) 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


STHER lived in the hot, hot city. 

She had never been away so that 
she thought that every place was as 
hot as it was at her home in the sum- 
mer. Esther had a grown-up friend who 
was very fond of her. Her name was 
Miss Bower. And Miss Bower knew 
that not every place was as uncomfort- 
ably hot as Esther’s city. So she did 
a wonderful thing. She arranged for 
Esther to spend two weeks at camp and 
two weeks at her home, far away from 
the heat of the city. 

Miss Bower explained to Esther that 
at camp she must be obedient and do all 
that was expected of all of the other girls. 
And when Esther first arrived at camp, 
she did exactly as she was told. But 
altogether too soon her obedience wore 
off. And Esther became quite disobe- 
dient. After camp was over and Esther 
had arrived at Miss Bower’s home, she 
at first seemed like a happy little girl. 
In about three days, though, everything 
was different. She did as she pleased. 
She did not help with the dishes. She 
would not come into the house when it 
was time. Esther is a Christian girl, 
but she refused to pray with Miss Bower. 
She was completely disobedient. 

When the next summer came, Esther 
wrote a letter to Miss Bower. She did 
not mention coming to visit, but her 
wise friend knew exactly what was in 
the little girl’s mind. At the same time, 
Esther sent a letter to camp asking if 
she could return. But do you know 
what? The camp told her there was 
no room for her. And her older friend, 
even though she loved Esther dearly, 
did not invite her to return. Esther's 
parents could not understand why. Her 
grandparents wondered why. But away 
down deep in her heart, Esther knew 
why. And she was a sorry little girl. 
She knew she was being punished. And 
it was not until then that she prayed 
that the Lord would forgive her for 
being a disobedient, stubborn, proud 
girl. 

Esther is not unlike many who live 
now—and many who lived in the long 
ago. God’s Word tells us away back 
in the Book of Jeremiah about a time 
when He had to punish His people 
severely because of their disobedience. 

You will remember that most of God’s 
people had been taken away as prisoners 
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to another land. God had allowed this 
punishment to come upon them, for they 
had continually worshiped false, make- 
believe gods, rather than the true and 
living God of Heaven. Only a very few 
of the old and sick and poor people had 
been left in the land where God had 
intended for His people to live. Jere- 
miah was God’s prophet. And the cap- 
tain of the enemy’s army gave Jeremiah 
the choice of going with most of the 
people to another land, or staying with 
the poor people in his own land. Jere- 
miah chose to stay in his own land 
with the few remaining people. He 
wanted to be able to help them, no 
doubt. And he loved his homeland. 

One day the people came to Jeremiah 
the prophet. They knew that they had 
done wrong in allowing the worship 
of idols in the land. So they pleaded 
that Jeremiah should pray for them and 
ask God what He wanted them to do. 
They promised that whatever God com- 
manded them to do, they would obey. 
So Jeremiah prayed for them. He asked 
God to give him a message to give to 
His people. 

God answered Jeremiah’s prayer. He 
told him exactly what to tell His peo- 
ple. God said they were to stay in 
the land where they were. If they did 
not do so, He warned, they would have 
wars, and would starve, and would die 
in another land. And do you know what? 
Those very same people who had asked 
for a message from God—who had prom- 
ised that they would obey whatever God 
told them to do—replied to Jeremiah 
that he was not telling the truth. And 
they left the place where God wanted 
them to stay! You can be sure that their 
disobedience caused them great suffer- 
ing and finally death in the other land. 
Oh, how sinful it is to disobey God! 
How awful is the punishment! 

You are not going to disobey God by 
refusing to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour, are you? (Teacher 
should elucidate.) 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 567) 
1. Gedaliah. 


2. He told Nebuzar-adan to look well 
to him and to give him liberty to do as 
he wanted (Jer, 39:11, 12). 


3. Ishmael’s murder of Gedaliah. 
4. Johanan (41:16). 
5. To go to Egypt (41:17). 


6. To seek God’s will for them (42: 
1-3). 


7. Ten days (42:7). 
8. Protection and prosperity (42:10-12), 
9. They accused Jeremiah of speaking 
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for Baruch rather than for God (43:2, 3), 
3). 


10. The women gave themselves over 
to the worship of “the queen of heaven” 
(44: 15-19), and their husbands supported 
them. 


ELMuurst, ILL. 
ve 


Does God Have Three Wills? 


(Continued from second page) 


running away or of being crucified, 

then in those circumstances the Cross 

was His Father’s will. It was in this 
sense that Jesus said, ‘Not what I will, 
but what Thou wilt.’” 

In another place the Bible says, “But 
for this purpose I came into the 
world.” I am so confused that I would 
certainly appreciate it if you could 
take time out of your busy schedule 
and let me know what you think of 
the above gentleman and his state- 
ments.—A Georgia reader. 

THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes has gener- 
ally held, in company with many other 
students of the Word, that there are 
two aspects to God’s will: His directive 
will and His permissive will. But the 
Times believes that it is going too far 
to divide God’s will into three parts, as 
the Baptist minister and Dr. Weather- 
head have done. And the Times cannot 
agree that it was not God’s will for the 
Lord Jesus to be crucified, however 
great may be the mystery involved in 
the clash of wicked men’s desires and 
God’s best plan. 

There are indications in Scripture that 
God has a directive will, that which is 
best for nations and individuals, and a 
permissive will, by which He sometimes 
allows men to make their own choices 
and have their own way for a period 
of time. For instance, “And he gave 
them their request; but sent leanness 
into their soul” (Psa. 106:15). It was 
not God’s primary or directive will that 
Israel should have leanness in their 
souls, but He allowed it to come because 
they were so persistent in demanding 
certain things and in order to teach them 
lessons. This is a warning to us not to 
keep on asking for our own way when 
God evidently has another plan for us. 

Beginning with Genesis 3:15, many 
Old Testament prophetic passages fore- 
shadow the Crucifixion as a part of God’s 
plan. Sir Robert Anderson in a tre- 
mendous passage on the Crucifixion 
writes: “But now is about to come the 
world’s great crisis—the most stupendous 
event in the history of man, the only 
event in the history of God! ... The 
Son of God has died by the hands of 
men! This astounding fact is a moral 
center of all things. A bygone eter- 
nity knew no other future: an eter- 


nity to come shall know no other past. 
That death was this world’s crisis” 
(from “The Gospel and Its Ministry”). 
The following New Testament passages 
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also show that the Crucifixion was not 
an afterthought in God’s plan but the 
most vital part of it: 

“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16); 
“Him, being delivered by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain” (Acts 2:23); 
“Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me: ..., Then said. I, Lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is 
written of me,) to do thy will, O God” 
(Heb. 10:5, 7); “And all that dwell upon 
the earth shall worship him, whose 
names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 

The Georgia reader may have in mind 
the following two texts: “Now is my 
soul troubled; and what shall I say? 
Father, save me from this hour: but for 
this cause came I unto this hour” (John 
12:27); “Pilate therefore said unto him, 
Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, 
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came 
I into the world, that I should bear wit- 
ness unto the truth. Every one that 
is of the truth heareth my voice” (John 
18: 37). 

Dr. Weatherhead is a Methodist min- 
ister, pastor of the City Temple of Lon- 
don, an ex-Army officer, a social worker, 
and author of several books. In his lit- 
tle book on “The Will of God” (Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, 55 pages; 50 cents) 
he wrestles with the great problem that 
has always troubled’ man, the conflict 
of good and evil, or of God’s sovereign 
will and man’s free will. He has great 
sympathy for all who are suffering, and 
particularly those bereaved by the two 
great world wars. He speaks from ex- 
perience, for during World War I he had 
a varied career as a lieutenant in the 
Indian Army, a political officer among 
the Arab tribes on the Persian border, 
and as chaplain to British troops. He 
has also been pastor of the English 
Methodist Church ineMadras, India, and 
of Methodist churches in Manchester and 
Leeds. When the City Temple was 
bombed out in the last war Dr, Weather- 
head led“his flock to seven successive 
meeting places, and continued his 
preaching and pastoral calls in the midst 
of flaring incendiaries and falling build- 
ings. But it seems to the Trmes Editors 
that in his chapter on “God’s Circum- 
stantial Will” he gives too large a place 
to the power of evil and thus weakens 
God’s sovereignty, though admittedly we 
are here dealing with great mysteries. 
He believes that “because of human 
folly and sin, because man’s free will 
creates circumstances of evil that cut 
across God’s plans, because our oneness 
with the great human family means that 
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the evil among other. members of it 
may create circumstances which dis- 
turb God’s intention for us, there is a will 
within the will of God, or what I call ‘the 
circumstantial will of God’” (pp. 21, 22). 
Discussing “God’S ultimate will,” Dr. 
Weatherhead shows that he believes that 
God’s final plans for the world will be 
carried out in spite of the Devil and all 
evil. 

But it is regrettable that Dr. Weather- 
head rejects certain parts of Scripture. 
Several years ago in the Survey, Mr. 
Ernest Gordon quoted from Dr. Weather- 
head’s book on “The Personalities of 
the Passion.” Said the author: “I hold 
that the theory of prophecy, in the 
sense generally understood, makes non- 
sense of the mind of Jesus. Besides, if 
He did know that. Peter would repeat- 
edly deny Him, would He have chosen 
that moment grimly to tell Peter so in 
the presence of others?” He denies 
that Peter ever denied Christ, saying, 
“He was really playing the part of a 
spy.” On which Mr. Gordon aptly com- 
ments, “Which hardly explains why he 
wept bitterly immediately afterward.” 
Dr. Weatherhead says of Judas, “We 
must look at him tenderly”; and antici- 
pates a reconciliation between Judas 
and Christ “in that other world” (Sur- 
vey, April 13, 1946). 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 31 


2. A Christian’s Bookshelf 
(1 Tim. 4:13-16; 2 Tim. 2:15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OME years ago, Dr, Charles William 
Eliot, who was then president of 
Harvard University, prepared a fifty- 
one-volume list of books that he said 
would occupy only a five-foot shelf, and, 
if faithfully and considerately read, 
would give any man the essentials of 
a liberal education. Whether or not the 
Christian’s bookshelf referred to in our 
topic is to measure five feet, we are not 
told, but there are a number of books 
that should be on the Christian’s book- 
shelf which, if carefully and prayerfully 
read and used, will give the believer 
the essentials of a Christian education. 
The over-all topic, “Christians Dis- 
criminate,” reminds us that in choosing 








Every true Christian is a minister, 
and if you are not a minister you are 
not a true Christian. But we cannot 
minister aright unless we have a per- 
sonal experience of God, and we can- 
not have such an experience of God 
unless we know the Scriptures.—W. 
Graham Scroggie. 
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books to read, just as in selecting the 
television and radio programs we con- 
sidered last week, the Christian must 
learn to separate things that may appear 
similar on the surface by discerning real 
differences, and thus to make distinc- 
tion, 
ve 


There can be no doubt that on the 
Christian’s bookshelf the Bible should 
be the first book. It is God-breathed, 
and it was given for our teaching, to 
reprove and correct us when we depart 
from the straight path of God’s will, 
and to instruct us in the way of right- 
eousness, so that we may be fully 
equipped for all good work (2 Tim. 
3:16). The Bible is the Book by which 
the Christian should evaluate all; other 
books. 

ve 


But the Bible is not to be used merely 
as an adornment for the Christian’s 
bookshelf. If it is to be profitable, it 
must be used constantly. It must not 
be neglected (1 Tim: 4:13). So there 
should be with it some plan for daily 
reading, such as the “Annual Bible Read- 
ing Calendar” (Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2; 5 
cerits a copy or 50 cents a dozen); or 
the “Moody Bible Reading Calendar” 
(Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La Salle 
St., Chicago 10, free on application); 
or “Daily Bible Readings” (American 
Bible Society, Dept. U, 450 Park Ave., 
New York 22; 1 cent for each 2 copies). 


ME 


God’s Word must be studied with a 
view to winning His approval (2 Tim. 
2:15), and it must be rightly divided, or 
laid out, as one would lay out a road 
or path (Prov. 3:6), so that the Chris- 
tian may walk acceptably to God. 

A good concordance will be an ex- 
cellent help in Bible study. With it you 
may locate quickly a Scripture passage 
or verse when you do not know more 
than a word or two. A handy desk- 
size concordance is J. B. R. Walker's 
“Comprehensive Concordance of the Holy 
Scriptures” (The Pilgrim Press, Boston 
8; $5). If you desire a more complete 
concordance which contains also the He- 
brew and Greek words from which the 
words in our English Bible have been 
translated, then “The Exhaustive Con- 
cordance of the Bible,” by James Strong 
(Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, Tenn.; 
$11.50), will be found to be an excellent 
help. This exhaustive concordance is 
probably too large and expensive for 
most individuals. Perhaps your young 
people’s group can add a copy to its 
library, or your pastor may be willing 
to let you use his copy occasionally. 


4 


A sound commentary will be a real 
help in learning the meanings of difficult 
verses in the Bible. One of the best 
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single-volume editions is Jamieson, 
Fausset & Brown’s “Commentary on the 
Whole Bible” (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $7.95). “A Com- 
plete Bible Commentary,” by Matthew 
Henry, in’ six volumes, may be had from 
Fleming H. Revell, Westwood, N. J., 
$24.50. “Synthetic Bible Studies,” by 
Dr. James M. Gray, is also excellent 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., $3). 
ve 


In addition to these aids to Bible 
study, there is a wealth of books about 
the Bible from which to choose for your 
Christian bookshelf. You will want to 
be informed as to the history of Chris- 
tianity and the church. You will profit 
by the inspiration of Christian biog- 
raphy. Devotional books should be rep- 
resented on your bookshelf, and one of 
the best of these is Bunyan’s “Pilgrim's 
Progress” (Fleming H. Revell, West- 
wood, N. J., $2). Books of Christian 
fiction may find a rightful place on your 
bookshelf. Excellent appraisals of and 
suggestions for books of all of these 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


types may be obtained from the book 
reviews published in sound Christian 


periodicals. THe Sunpay ScHoo. Tres 
publishes several hundred reviews in 
the course of the year, and each spring 
and each fall special book review num- 
bers will help you make your choices 
for a Christian bookshelf. 
ye 

But is the Christian only to read the 
Bible and books about the Bible and 
Bible helps? A well-balanced program 
of reading will include books for the 
heart, for the head, and for fun. If you 
have time for reading beyond the sug- 
gestions given above, there are excellent 
travel books, nature books, books on 
science, and some good fiction in the 
purely secular field. In choosing such 
books, however, the Christian needs to 
remember that it is possible sometimes 
to substitute the good for the best, and 
that Satan will trick us into substitut- 
ing evil for good, even with the best of 
our intentions, 

we 


There are several tests that the ear- 
nest Christian may use in choosing his 
books. One will be, “Does this book in- 
terfere with my fellowship with God 
and with His Word?” Any book, how- 
ever fine it may be, that comes between 
us and the reading of God’s Word and 
our prayer time cannot be really helpful. 


Another test is: “Was the writer a 
Christian?” We may not always be 
able to learn this before reading a book. 
And sometimes we may not know it 
after we have read it. But an author 
who is not a Christian, even when writ- 
ing about seemingly harmless subjects, 
such as history or nature, often will go 
out of his way to disparage or belittle 
Christian things, or make some observa- 
tion that is contrary to God’s Word. 
We need to be on our guard against 
such books. 

ye 


Still another test is: “Is this book in- 
structive or informative, or just enter- 
taining and perhaps even trashy?” Good 
entertainment and recreation have a 
rightful place in the Christian’s life, 
when they are controlled and guided. But 
few of us would enjoy a meal of parsley 
and lettuce and other decorative fea- 
tures of a dinner. We want some solid 
and good-tasting food. Books that con- 
tribute little but entertainment should 
have a relatively small place in the 
Christian’s diet of reading. 

- 

Ask God to guard you in your choice 
of reading material, and use the means 
that He has made available for discern- 
ing between that which is harmful or of 
little value and .that which will con- 
tribute to your Christian growth in 
grace and in the knowledge of God. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 

Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 25 to 31 


Mon.—Jeremiah 40:7-12. 
Gedaliah’s Leadership. 
PraYER SucGcesTions: “Gedaliah the son 
of Ahikam.” The unenviable task of 
this man was short, and terminated trag- 
ically. His counsel of submission to the 
Chaldeans and his disregard of warn- 
ings of peril resulted in his death in 
the house of his friends. It is not enough 
to have a good intention. We must be 
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careful not to let sentiment run away 
with good judgment. The wise man’s 
eyes are in his head. Our infinitely 
wise God can guard us better than we 
can protect ourselves. Gedaliah erred 
in judgment by self-reliance. Pray that 
you may prove all things and hold fast 
to that which is good. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 41:1-10. 
Ishmael’s Insurrection. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ishmael the son 
of Nethaniah, and the ten men that 
were with him . . . smote Gedaliah .. . 
with the sword ... also slew all the 
Jews that were with him.” Impudent 
Gedaliah proved easy prey for Ishmael 
and his ten insurrectionists. Death met 
Ishmael when and where least expected. 
In our best state of life we are in an 
insecure place. But if we are easygo- 
ing where caution is necessary we may 
expose ourselves to grave danger, Pray 
that you may be wise to live close to 
God, and escape troubles God never in- 
tended you to experience. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 41:11-18. 
Johanan Takes Over. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Johanan the son 
of Kareah.” Short and sad is the story 
of the remnant left in the land by the 
Chaldeans, While they escaped captiv- 
ity they had sorrows of an even more 
distressing kind. The little told of them 
in chapter 42 indicates a series of cli- 
maxing woes (v. 22). Blind to the will 
of God, Johanan and his people went 
onward into woe. Pray for the awaken- 
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Through a Remarkable Annuity Plan That 
Enables You To Give and Receive Richly 
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tells how you may share in the great work of 
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ing of the members of Christian house- 
holds who are exposing themselves to 
woes predicted in the Word’ for those 
who go on in trespasses. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 42:1-12. 
Counseled To Remain, 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “If ye will still 
abide in this land, then will I build you, 
and not pull you down.” God gave them 
a test. They chose to disobey His re- 
vealed will. They had a chance to es- 
cape further chastisements; but they 
decided to take their chances by dis- 
obedience. The cause of all good and 
evil ways is in the will. We all have 
our opportunity to choose life or death. 
Obstinacy and disregard of God are 
combinations that spell sorrow for every 
sinner. Pray for a great turning to God 
in your community. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 43:1-7. 
Jeremiah in Egypt. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes [Egypt].” Jeremiah seemed 
to be a victim of circumstances: but 
God’s hand was in his forced removal 
to Egypt. Yet while treacherous fellow 
citizens took the prophet into that idol- 
atrous land, God was with him, and gave 
him effective ministries there. an 
may rule us, but God will overrule all 
for good. It is always well with the 
righteous, but evil pursueth the wicked 
(see vs. 8-13). Pray for the stubborn 
sinners round about you, 


Sat—Jeremiah 44:11-18. 
Apostasy in Egypt. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Burned incense 
unto other gods,” Apostates at home are 
apostates abroad. The blindness of these 
Israelitish idolators is amazing (see vs. 
15-19). They were wicked enough in their 
own land, but they sank deeper into in- 
iquity in their new land, Incorrigible sin- 
ners round about us are many these days. 
Learn from Jeremiah what God can do 
for and through you as you have to 
deal with them. We live in times when 
multitudes will be unruly, therefore, 
arm yourselves with the Word of God 
for use on occasion. -Pray for more 
evangelistic fervor as wickedness spreads. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 44:24-30. 
God Revealed in Judgment. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “I will punish 
you in this place.” When God’s judg- 
ments are in the earth, people learn 
righteousness. The only course open 
to God with incorrigible sinners is 
judgment. Some seem to have a de- 
served little perdition on earth on 
their way to everlasting perdition. 
If a sinner won't turn, then he surely 
must burn. God will not always 
chide, nor will He keep His anger 
forever. He will surely wound the 
head of him that goeth on in his tres- 
passes. Pray for more faithful preach- 
ing on the future destiny of the 
wicked. 
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